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place of the German Ambassador who was on indefinite sick
leave, Radowitz was to represent Bismarck's views to
Gorchakov energetically, and he did so successfully. But
Gorchakov then circulated rumors which grew into the
French legend that Radowitz had been sent to bribe Russia
to give Germany a free hand against France in return for
Germany's giving Russia a free hand in the Orient. This
alarmed France and England and contributed to the so-
called "war-scare of 1875." Bismarck was unjustly suspected
of contemplating a "preventive war" against France.
Whether Bismarck had any hand in inspiring the German
newspaper articles which added to the scare, or whether
they started with the irresponsible communications of a
newspaper reporter in Vienna, as now seems likely, is not
wholly clear. At any rate, it is quite probable that he was
willing to make use of it as a means of frightening France
out of completing her proposed army reorganization, and
there is no doubt that the French felt they were menaced.
The French Foreign Minister appealed to Tsar Alexander
and Queen Victoria to use their influence to prevent Ger-
many from any aggressive action. Gorchakov easily per-
suaded the Tsar, on his visit to Berlin, to make it clear that
Russia could not allow France to be crushed.7 Gorchakov's
pompous announcement from Berlin, "Now peace is as-
sured," flattered his own vanity, but made Bismarck very
angry, because Gorchakov seemed to have implied that
Germany had really intended a preventive war and that
Russia had averted it— an implication the truth of which
Bismarck always energetically denied, and for which he
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